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More Graduation photos 
on pages 4-5.

The Board of Education approved a 2019-20 tax rate during 
its meeting on July 16, after the towns of Ogden, Gates, 
Greece and Parma finalized and submitted their official 
property assessment reports.

Overall assessments proved lower than previously 
forecasted, and even less than the 2018-19 school year. 
The decrease in assessments totaled $4 million or -0.26%. 
Despite this decline, the tax rate for three of four towns will 
remain at the amount communicated prior to the school 
budget vote in May. 

The Board of Education accomplished this tax rate by 
unanimously approving the use of $60,000 of appropriated 
fund balance to lower the tax levy. This results in a tax rate 
of $24.05/$1,000 of assessed value for Ogden, Greece, and 
Parma. 

The town of Gates experienced more significant factors 
impacting its assessments, and the Board’s concerted 
efforts to use appropriated fund balance will help to offset 
a tax rate increase there. Gates reported a decrease in its 
assessed property value due to a:

• 96% equalization rate; and  

• an article 7 settlement in which a business challenged 
its taxable value of $44.9 million (in 2018-19), and 
won a decision that its value is now $20.2 million. This 
represents a loss of school taxable value of $24.7 million.

Given these factors, the tax rate for the town of Gates 
will be $25.05/$1,000 of assessed value, which is a 5.79% 
change.

(continued on page 6)

Board sets tax rate for 2019-20



The Cornerstone

Board of 
Education 

2019-20 calendar
Below please find the scheduled 
meetings for the Board of Education 
during the 2019-20 school year. 
All meetings will take place in the 
District Office building located at  
71 Lyell Ave.
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Date Time

Aug. 6 6 p.m.

Sept. 3 6 p.m.

Sept. 24 7 p.m. i

Oct. 8 7 p.m.

Oct. 22 7 p.m. i i

Nov. 12 7 p.m.

Nov. 26 7 p.m.

Dec. 10 7 p.m.

Jan. 7 7 p.m.

Jan. 21 7 p.m.

Feb. 11 7 p.m.

Feb. 25 7 p.m.

Mar. 10 7 p.m.

Mar. 24 7 p.m.

Apr. 14 7 p.m.

Apr. 28 7 p.m. 

May 5 8 p.m. i i i

May 19 6 a.m. - 9 p.m.

May 26 7 p.m.

June 9 7 p.m. iv

June 23 7 p.m.

Superintendent message
Dear Community,

It’s hard to believe that another school year has come 
to a close! It has been an incredible honor to serve as 
the superintendent for the last two years, and I want to 
thank you for the ongoing trust you have placed in me. 

In this edition of Cornerstone we celebrate our student 
milestones, achievements and programs from the end 
of the school year. I hope you review this Cornerstone, 
and recognize the contributions you have made as 
an employee, parent, or community member toward 
the success of our students. Together, we wish our 275 
graduates from the Class of 2019 all the best as they pursue their aspirations 
in college, careers, or the military and we look forward to hearing about their 
future successes. 

For me, I also want to hear about our students in their efforts to show empathy, 
selflessness and general willingness to lift others. I have seen evidence of this 
from our graduates, and found countless examples of their community service, 
compassion, and citizenship while at Spencerport. These acts of kindness are 
inspirational, and hopefully will continue on to wherever their path may lead. 

I hope you enjoy the rest and rejuvenation that summer brings, and look forward 
to seeing you all back in September.

Dan

Dan Milgate 
Superintendent

i  Reception for new and recently-tenured 
teachers and administrators, 6:15 p.m.

i i  Board appreciation, 6:15 p.m.
i i i Code of Conduct Hearing, 6:30 p.m. 

and Budget Hearing/Candidate 
Forum, 7 p.m.

iv Retiree reception, 6:15 p.m.

Please note the following summer hours until Friday, Aug. 30: 
 
• Elementary Schools and Cosgrove: 7:30 a.m– 3:30 p.m.

• HS: 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

• District Office: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

HOURS

across our district
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Date Time

Aug. 6 6 p.m.

Sept. 3 6 p.m.

Sept. 24 7 p.m. i

Oct. 8 7 p.m.

Oct. 22 7 p.m. i i

Nov. 12 7 p.m.

Nov. 26 7 p.m.

Dec. 10 7 p.m.

Jan. 7 7 p.m.

Jan. 21 7 p.m.

Feb. 11 7 p.m.

Feb. 25 7 p.m.

Mar. 10 7 p.m.

Mar. 24 7 p.m.

Apr. 14 7 p.m.

Apr. 28 7 p.m. 

May 5 8 p.m. i i i

May 19 6 a.m. - 9 p.m.

May 26 7 p.m.

June 9 7 p.m. iv

June 23 7 p.m.

Re-elected board members 
take oath, & new president 
voted in
Gary Bracken and Greg Kincaid took their oaths of office to 
the Spencerport Board of Education on July 2, after their 
successful reelections in May. Their new, three-year terms run 
from 2019-2022.

District Clerk Marcy Clapper facilitated the oaths, after 
which the board elected Kevin Hutton, as the new board 
president and Greg Kincaid, as the returning vice president. 
Bracken previously served as president for three years.

On June 13, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo signed legislation 
removing non-medical exemptions from school vaccination 
requirements for children. Due to this change in the law, the 
district is no longer allowed to accept or approve religious 
exemptions to immunization. Unless there is a medical 
contraindication, all children must show proof of having 
received the required immunizations in order to attend school. 
 
 

By July 14, parents and guardians must now have shown that 
they have made appointments for all required follow-up doses 
according to the Center for Disease Control’s recommended 
schedule. 
 
For your convenience, we have posted several resources from 
the CDC and NYS on our website, including the 2019-20 
Required Immunization Chart. Please contact your child’s 
principal or school nurse with any questions, or to submit the 
required immunization and appointment documentation. 

Don’t miss comedian/
educator Gerry Brooks in 
Spencerport Aug. 31
Like many school districts in our region, Spencerport now 
has an education foundation to help supplement expenses 
that are unforeseen or not included in the operational 
budget.

The Spencerport Education Foundation has completed 
its 501(C)(3) designation, and begun hosting fundraising 
events. See flyer below. The SEF is still formulating a 
process and areas of focus for funding, however options may 
include student competition trips, mini-grants to teachers, 
or materials and projects outside the regular curriculum.

More on the SEF will appear in the back-to-school 
edition of Cornerstone. If you have any questions, 
please contact SEF secretary Sara Snarr at info@
spencerporteducationfoundation.org

NYS: no religious exemptions for immunizations

Pictured, 
Bracken and 
Kincaid take 
oaths for their 
new terms. 
Hutton, formally 
takes his oath 
as the new 
president.
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Class of 2019 Salutatorian:
Bronson Slattery

Class of 2019 Co- Valedictorians:
Zachary Edwards
Olivia Wall

Student of the Year:  
Olivia Wall

Principal’s Award:
Jacob Heyward

Superintendent’s Award:
Vanessa Watson

Class of 2019 Academic  
“Top Ten”:
Over the course of their high school 
career, the following 10 students had 
the highest Weighted Grade Point 
Average among the Class of 2019. 
Sydney Brongo, Natalie Choate, 
Brianna Donnelly, Zachary Edwards, 
Ian Gillis,  Alyssa Libonati, Bronson 
Slattery, Rachel Snider, Olivia Wall, 
Zachary Zaharkin

Music performances during 
commencement by: 

• Star Spangled Banner:  
Kai Blokhuis, Julia Britton, 
Jeanine Davis, Beste Erdogan, 
Stephanie Giuseppetti, Molly 
McUmber, Caitlyn Nowak, Marcus 
Palozzi, Nicholas Rosati, Cora 
Stewart, Zachary Swilley, Karenna 
Waite, Madison Zaso

• A Whole New World: Brianna 
Donnelly, Allison North, Lillian 
North

• Imagine: Beste Erdogan, Amanda 
Lootens, Caitlyn Nowak, Marcus 
Palozzi, Nicholas Rosati, Zachary 
Swilley

Senior addresses given by:
• Bronson Slattery, Salutatorian

• Kaitlyn Cruz, Student Government 
Vice President

• Zachary Edwards and Olivia Wall, 
Co-Valedictorians

• Mahdi Aburmeileh, Class President

            
   CONGRATULATIONS TO  THE SPENCERPORT HIGH SCHOOL
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Spencerport High School seniors 
returned to their home elementary 
schools on June 21 to parade 
through the hallways, visit 
former teachers, and celebrate 
graduation. Now in its fourth 
year, administrators, principals 
and staff coordinated the event to 
mark 13 years of hard work and 
achievement, and inspire younger 
students to persevere and reach the 
same milestone.

parade through former elementary schools
Graduating seniors 

            
   CONGRATULATIONS TO  THE SPENCERPORT HIGH SCHOOL



The Cornerstone6

Moving up 
ceremonies

The month of June marked very special milestones at Cosgrove 
Middle School and our Elementary Schools. Students at the 
eighth grade and fifth grade levels celebrated moving up 
ceremonies to the high school and middle school, respectively.

                Congratulations to our retirees
Towns of Greece, 
Ogden and Parma

Property Assessment of avg. home
Less Basic STAR exemption*
Total

$150,000
 -$30,000 
$120,000

x Tax Rate per $1,000
Total School Tax Bill

$24.05
$2,886

Difference from 2018-19 tax rate of 
$23.68/$1,000

Increase of $45 annually 
and $3.75 per month.

Town of Gates

Property Assessment of avg. home
Less Basic STAR exemption*
Total

$150,000
 -$30,000 
$120,000

x Tax Rate per $1,000
Total School Tax Bill

$25.05
$3,006

Difference from 2018-19 tax rate of 
$23.68/$1,000

Increase of $165 annually 
and $13.75 per month.

If you have any questions regarding your property assessment, 
please contact your town assessor’s office.

* There have been some updates this year to the New York State 
STAR program as it relates to school tax bills and exemptions. 
Please visit, https://www.tax.ny.gov/star/ to review these 
changes and qualifications.

Examples of a tax bill:

Town 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 Change

Gates $24.33/$1,000 $23.68/$1,000 $25.05/$1,000 5.79%

Greece $24.33/$1,000 $23.68/$1,000 $24.05/$1,000 1.56%

Ogden $24.33/$1,000 $23.68/$1,000 $24.05/$1,000 1.56%

Parma $24.33/$1,000 $23.68/$1,000 $24.05/$1,000 1.56%

The tax rate for the four towns will be as follows:

The adopted tax levy and tax rate for the 2019-20 school year 
remained under the maximum allowable levy limit, and within 
the eligibility requirements for community members to receive 
tax rebates.

(continued from cover)

Board sets tax rate for

2019-20
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The Spencerport Central School District and Board of Education honored the 2019 
retirees during a reception on June 11. Thank you to our retirees for their dedication 
and commitment to the education of Spencerport students. We certainly extend our 
congratulations and best wishes to you in retirement:

Spencerport High School graphic design 
students from Ms. Kelly Stulpin’s class:
(L-R) Karenna Waite, Kai Blokhuis and 
Kylie Mellott, submitted a collaborative 
design for consideration by the Village 
Gateway Project committee. Criteria for 
the design as explained to the students 
by the committee last winter were: a low 
to no-maintenance design, primarily of 
brick or stone for durability and using 
a canal town theme in keeping with the 
standards of the village’s Architectural 
Review Committee.

In a letter to the students, the committee 
wrote, “We applaud the time, thought 
and creativity you put into your entry,” 
(which proposed wooden steps climbing 
both embankments and community 
vegetable gardens as well as a clock, 
thermometer and lantern.) “Since the 
bridge abutments that were recently 
removed as part of this project, were 
erected in 1924, we feel compelled to find 

a design that will more closely meet our 
criteria to frame the village’s business 
district for the next (almost) 100 years 
and balance the aesthetics of the canal 
side of Union Street. Thank you for 
working together to be a part of this 
process.”

The Village Gateway Project is a 
local beautification project chaired by 
volunteer resident Teresa Schreiber 

Werth working with a committee of 
community volunteers: Joyce Arnold, 
Steve Enos, Greg Kincaid, Richard 
Lacroix and Joan Quigley. It involves 
working with the Village of Spencerport 
and CSX to create a more attractive 
entrance to the business district and to 
balance the development on the north 
end of the village at the canal. CSX 
responded to the initial request for 
students to be invited to design artistic 
stone facings for existing abutments, 
by offering to remove the deteriorating 
railroad abutments on Union Street just 
north of Lyell St. The abutments were 
removed last October at CSX expense. As 
part of the removal plan, the remaining 
slopes were graded and seeded and are 
being maintained by the village. The 
Village Gateway Committee is working 
to develop additional design concepts 
to present to CSX and the Village of 
Spencerport for approval and eventual 
implementation.

Village Gateway Project

Cosgrove:
Douglas Lennon, Science teacher

Andrea Page, elementary teacher

District Office:
Monica Macaluso, principal

Linda Howell, coordinator of  
student services

John Pelin, director of health, P.E.  
and athletics

Food Services:
Carolyn Vickery, food service helper

Susan Dixon, cook manager

High School:
Linda Bosdyk, teacher aide

Susan Matthews, teacher aide (pictured)

David Nasca, Science teacher

Munn:
Patricia Garwol, teacher aide

Beth Hoben, nurse

Dorothy Lewis, special education teacher

Deborah Slobbe, custodian

Taylor:
Russell Grasso, elementary teacher

Transportation:
Rafael Fuentes, bus driver (pictured)

Barbara Tipping, bus driver

Student submission
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Super Science Days at HS
Bus orientation 
for incoming 
kindergartners
Mark your calendars for the Spencerport 
Transportation Department’s annual 
kindergarten bus orientation for 2019-20.

Incoming kindergartners and their parents 
are welcome to drop in during any of the 
following dates and times to learn about bus 
stop safety and proper ridership behaviors. In 
addition, students will have an opportunity to 
take a brief bus ride around our campus.

The session dates are:

• Tue., Aug 27 between 9 a.m.-12 p.m.,  
or 4-7 p.m.

• Wed., Aug. 28 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Spencerport High 
School students 
taking AP Biology, 
AP Chemistry, or 
Syracuse University 
Project Advance 
(SUPA) Forensics lead 
elementary students in 
numerous experiments 
as part of “Super 
Science Days” in June.

Students from each 
elementary school 
enjoyed a field trip to 
the high school where 
they participated in 
various experiments 
and explored a passion 
for science. Pictured 
here are students in 
Christina Buckner’s 
SUPA Forensics class.  

The 2019-20 printed calendar is currently in production with the hopes of a 
district mailing by the first week in August. In the meantime, please find a few 
important dates for your planning purposes.

2019-20 year at a glance
September 
4  School opens: full day session
23-28  Spirit Week/Homecoming 
 
October 
11  Superintendent’s Conference   
 Day, no school
14  Columbus Day 
 
November 
8  K-8 Half day release  
 (grs 9-12 full day session)
11  Veterans Day
27-29  Thanksgiving Recess 
 
December 
23-3  Holiday Recess
 
January 
6  School reopens
17  K-8 Half day release  
 (grs 9-12 full day)
20  Martin Luther King Jr. day
22-24  Regents exams 

February 
17-21  Presidents Day/ 
 Mid-winter recess 
 
March 
20  K-5 Half day release  
 (grs 6-12 full day session) 
 
April 
3  Superintendent’s Conf Day: 
 no school 
6-10  Spring Recess: no school
 
May 
22-25  Memorial Day Recess 
 
June

4  K-8 Half day release  
 (grs. 6-12 full day session)
17-25 Regents exams


